0549 Hindi as a Second Language June 2007

HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/01
Reading and Writing

General comments

This was the first year of examination for IGCSE Hindi as a Second Language and candidates generally
performed very well on the Reading and Writing paper.

Candidates seemed to have clearly understood the requirements of each exercise but were generally more
at ease answering short-answer questions based on passages as opposed to the summary and continuous
prose questions.

In Exercise 2, where candidates were required to fill out a form based on the information provided, many
appeared to be unfamiliar with Sanskritised Hindi terminology.

The answers in Exercise 3 showed that candidates were comfortable with the everyday Hindi used in the
passage and they did not have much difficulty in locating the correct information.

Not all candidates adhered to the word limit specified in Exercises 4 and 6.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Exercise 1, Questions 1 -6

The passage talked about the different kinds of products that are produced in a natural environment without
the use of any pesticides. Most of the candidates performed quite well in this exercise.

The majority of candidates answered Questions 1, 2 and 3 correctly. Some did not understand Question 4
and one reason for this could be that candidates did not know the Hindi word for ‘symbolic’. Some
candidates answered Question 5 incorrectly: instead of writing ‘cotton’ quite a few mentioned food products.
Most candidates answered Question 6 correctly. The variety of expressions used shows that they had a
good understanding of the passage.

Exercise 2, Question 7

This exercise did not cause any difficulties and most candidates managed to identify the information needed
to fill out the form. However, a few candidates showed that they were unfamiliar with the Hindi term for
‘telephone’. The reason for this could be that, while this word is commonly used in official documents and
application forms in India, it is not common in everyday speech.

Exercise 3, Questions 8 — 11

The passage in this exercise was in the form of an interview. The type of language and vocabulary used had
a clear communicative purpose. Almost all candidates answered all four questions correctly.

The passage used the word ‘family’ in a symbolic sense and most candidates understood the meaning from
its context and answered Question 8 correctly. A few candidates, however, responded by stating the actual
number of people who were members of the narrator’s family rather than the number of employees.

Most candidates answered Questions 9 and 10 correctly. The majority also answered Question 11
correctly, but some did not mention ‘Amby Valley’ specifically.
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Exercise 4, Question 12

Many candidates were unable to write a satisfactory summary of the passage. Often they
sentences from the passage and did not use their own words. Candidates were not expected to ¢
with original ideas or information and the main purpose of this exercise was to test their writing s
However, very few candidates managed to strike a balance between the facts given in the text and the u
of their own expressions for summarising these facts in a structured and coherent manner.

Section 2
Exercise 5, Questions 13 — 19

This passage was the most challenging on the question paper and very few students were able to answer all
the questions correctly.

In Questions 13 — 17 candidates were asked to indicate whether the statements were true or false and were
also required to correct a statement which they thought was false based on the information in the passage.

Many candidates answered Question 18 correctly. In Question 19 many candidates’ responses were too
general and they did not include the region’s name.

Exercise 6

This exercise required candidates to write a letter to their school principal about the recent ban on mobile
phones in schools. Most candidates attempted this question giving a variety of reasons as to why they were
for or against the ban (most were against it). The majority of candidates responded well to the task and
made relevant points. While candidates’ responses included a variety of language, their style of writing was
not always very effective. Although candidates were able to communicate their ideas, many of them lacked
the ability to build up and articulate a cohesive argument either in favour of or against the issue.
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/02

Listening

General comments

Candidates had been well prepared for the examination and responded well to the recorded material. The
paper was assessed for ‘listening for understanding’ and therefore spelling and grammatical errors were
tolerated as the meaning was clear, and provided another word was not formed which changed the meaning
of the answer.

There were very few blank responses and candidates had clearly made an effort to attempt to answer all
questions. On the whole, candidates performed very well.

Comments on specific questions

Exercise 1: Questions 1-6

The majority of candidates did very well in this section. However, most candidates did not answer
Question 5 in full. The answer was, ‘In Sabermati’'s booklet there were pictures of historical characters and
details of important parts of the ashram’.

Exercise 2: Questions 7-11

Questions 8, 9 and 10 were answered very well by the majority of candidates but a few did not perform well
in the second part of Question 7, and in Question 11.

Question 7 — ‘When did she start playing tennis as a professional player?’
Answer: ‘At the age of seventeen’ but some candidates wrote ‘seventeen years ago’.

Question 11 — ‘What are the similarities and differences between Sania Mirza and Maria Sharapova?’
Most of the candidates stated the similarities correctly but could not state the differences clearly and
therefore lost marks.

Exercise 3: Questions 12-17 and Exercise 4: Questions 18-23

The majority of candidates performed well in these sections and many achieved full marks.
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